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the House of Commons. An immense number of
signatures was at once attached to the requisition.
This most reasonable prayer was promptly and per-
emptorily refused by the local authorities ; and there-
upon the promoters of the meeting reverted to their
original purpose, and announced that the meeting
would be held in St. Peter's Field on the following
Monday, the 16th. The inhabitants of Manchester
in general, even the working classes, seemed to have
taken but little part in the preparations ; but all the
surrounding districts were active in sending in their
representative men and their crowds of followers.
Orator Hunt was to take the chair.

Early on Monday morning the crowds began to
move towards the place of meeting. The more
organised and strictly marshalled part of the crowd
was led by twelve young men, each holding in his
hand a branch of laurel, which was understood for
that occasion to represent the olive of peace. There
were two flags with the words " Liberty and Fra-
ternity," "Annual Parliaments and Universal Suffrage"
emblazoned on them in letters of gold. The only
emblem, which even the most strained construction
could describe as a revolutionary sign, was a cap of
liberty borne upon a pole. The cap of liberty may
no doubt have recalled to many uneasy minds the
direful associations of the French Revolution ; but
nowhere was there the slightest evidence or even
suggestion -that anything more was intended than
the holding of an ordinary public meeting to advo-
cate parliamentary reform. The leaders of the
demonstration publicly admonished the meeting that